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IDENTIFYING AND PROVIDING SERVICES FOR 

FAST TRACK TO PERMANENCY (FTP) CHILDREN 

This is to remind staff of the importance of establishing timely permanence for children including identifying children who meet the provisions of Fast Track to Permanency (FTP).  WIC Section 361.5 establishes fourteen provisions which mandate the court to consider not ordering family reunification services or require the court not to order reunification services unless it finds that reunification is in the child’s best interests.  These provisions involve circumstances of great risk to the child and/or the inability of the parents/legal guardians to benefit from reunification services.  Staff shall refer to Procedural Guide # 0080-508.05, Fast Track to Permanency (FTP) Provisions, for the exact language of each FTP provision as it is listed in WIC 361.5.  A brief version of each provision follows:

1. The parent’s or guardian’s whereabouts is unknown. 

2. The parent or guardian suffers from a mental disability that two professionals have documented as likely to render the parent or guardian unable to care for the child within 12 months.

3. The child or his or her sibling was previously a court-dependent due to physical or sexual abuse, the child was returned to the custody of the parent or guardian and the child is being removed again due to additional physical or sexual abuse.

4. The parent or guardian has caused the death of another child through abuse or neglect.

5. The child is under the age of five and has suffered severe physical abuse by the parent or guardian, or by any person known by the parent or guardian, if the parent or guardian knew or reasonably should have known the person was physically abusing the child.

6. The child or the child’s sibling or half-sibling has been the victim of severe sexual abuse or infliction of severe physical harm by the parent or guardian and the court finds that it would not benefit the child to pursue reunification services with the offending parent or guardian. 

7. The parent is not receiving reunification services for the child’s sibling or half-sibling due to provision 3, 5 or 6, listed above.

8. The child was conceived by means of commission of an offense listed in Penal Code Section 288 or 288.5 (lewd or lascivious act or continual sexual abuse of a child), or by an act committed outside of this state that if committed in this state, would constitute one of these offenses.  This provision applies only to the parent who committed the offense or act. 

9. The child was willfully abandoned and the court finds that the abandonment constituted a serious danger to the child.



10. The court ordered a permanent plan for the child’s sibling or half-sibling because the parent or guardian failed to reunify with that child OR parental rights over the child’s sibling or half-sibling were permanently severed and the court finds that the parent or guardian has not subsequently made a reasonable effort to treat the problems that led to the removal of the sibling or half-sibling. 

11. The parent or guardian has been convicted of a violent felony, as defined in Penal Code Section 667.5(c) (murder or voluntary manslaughter; mayhem; rape; sodomy by force violence duress, menace or fear of immediate bodily injury; oral copulation by force, violence, duress, menace or fear of immediate bodily injury; lewd acts on a child under the age of 14 years; any felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for life; any felony in which the defendant inflicts great bodily injury on any person other than an accomplice; robbery; arson; attempted murder; kidnapping; continuous sexual abuse of a child and carjacking).  

12. The parent or guardian has a history of extensive, abusive and chronic use of drugs or alcohol and has resisted treatment during the past three-year period or has failed or refused to comply with an available and accessible drug or alcohol treatment program as mandated by a child welfare services case plan on at least two prior occasions.

13. The parent or guardian has advised the court that (s)he is not interested in receiving family maintenance or reunification services or having the child returned to or placed in his or her custody.

14. The parent or guardian has willfully abducted the child or the child’s sibling or half-sibling from placement and refused to disclose the child’s whereabouts, return the child to placement, or return the child to his or her social worker.

A case is identified as FTP when all parents/legal guardians meet one or more of these provisions.  By definition, an FTP case has a low probability of reunification; it requires an immediate referral for an adoption assessment and increased service activities focused on achieving the child’s permanency alternative.  See Procedural Guide #0080-508.10, Providing Services for a Fast Track to Permanency (FTP) Case, for instruction on establishing a case as FTP with the court and obtaining an adoption assessment. 
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