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	NONMINOR DEPENDENTS IN OUT-OF-STATE PLACEMENTS
This FYI is to provide all DCFS staff with policy, procedures and guidelines per All County Letter (ACL) 14-33: Nonminor Dependents Placed out-of-State dated 07/03/2014 which provides instruction regarding out-of-state placements for eligible Nonminor Dependents (NMDs) under Extended Foster Care (EFC)

Reminder:  Eligible NMDs are those youth who continually meet one of the five EFC program criteria, are cooperating with residing in DCFS licensed or approved placements and meet with their social worker on the required monthly basis.  NMD's must maintain at least one of the following criteria: 1) working on getting their high school diploma or equivalency; 2) attending post-secondary education at least half-time, including vocational programs; 3) engaged in an activity which breaks down a barrier of employment; 4) employed at least 80 hours monthly; or 5) has a documented medical condition (physical or emotional) which precludes a NMD from participating in #1 through #4.  See DCFS Extended Foster Care policy for full details.
Effective upon the release date of this FYI, no eligible NMD may be considered for an out-of-state placement unless there is either an Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) agreement or DCFS has contracted with an EFC Services Provider in the other state.
A DEPENDENT YOUTH OR NMD IS CONSIDERING OUT-OF-STATE EFC PLACEMENT
Assigned CSW:
· Consults with the ICPC Unit for specific options in the state the youth would like to reside in.
· Has a direct discussion with the dependent youth or NMD as early as possible in the case regarding the conditions by which an out-of-state placement can be considered (ICPC, SILP Readiness and consequences of moving to another state without ICPC or Contracted EFC Services Provider).
· Completes a Supervised Independent Living Placement (SILP) Readiness Assessment, where applicable for a prospective out-of-state SILP.
· Submits an ICPC referral to the DCFS ICPC Unit.
NOTE:  The ICPC Unit will initiate a request for approval to the prospective State’s ICPC Liaison to request services including but not limited to: 1) monthly supervision (EFC case management) of the NMD once placed after ICPC approval, 2) provision of supportive services, 3) quarterly progress reports, and 4) approval of placements including SILPs.
· Receives approved ICPC notification that the out-of-state placement may take place and assists the NMD per existing SILP policy.
Contracted EFC Services Provider
Should the ICPC request not be approved, the NMD may be placed out-of-state if DCFS has contracted with an EFC service provider in the other state.
The contract must be in place with an established child welfare EFC services provider in the requested State, allowing the NMD to be supervised and monitored appropriately.
NOTE:  DCFS is currently in the process of developing the formats for such contracts and will provide notification of when contracts with specific States are in place.
Pending the establishment of such contracts, the NMD cannot reside out-of-state.
NMD Chooses To Reside Out-Of-State Absent ICPC or Contracted EFC Provider
Should a NMD decide to move and reside out-of-state without ICPC approval or Contracted EFC Service Provider in place, the CSW must submit a recommendation to Dependency Court for termination of the youth’s NMD status  and state that because the other state will not provide ICPC services and there are no DCFS Contracted EFC Service Providers in the other state, DCFS can no longer provide the required EFC program services for the NMD, including monthly visits, the approval of placement settings, or SILP direct payments to the NMD.

NMDs Currently Placed Out-of-State

DCFS has approximately 60+ NMDs placed out-of-state.  Some of these cases already have formal interstate ICPC approval.  All remaining other cases are currently under review by DCFS management to determine the best approaches needed to ensure the continuity of services and supports to these existing out-of-state placed NMDs.  Specific case reviews will be held with all appropriate parties (line staff, management, programs and County Counsel) to determine all possible options to comply with the recently established State guidelines.
The following DCFS policies will be revised to reflect the new policy and procedures set forth in this FYI:

0100-525.10, Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC)
0100-535.25, Extended Foster Care (EFC) Program
0100-560.40, Supervised Independent Living Placement
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If you have any questions regarding this release please 


e-mail your question to:

Policy@dcfs.lacounty.gov  |
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